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SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT ON INFORMATION MINISTER ALI MURTOPO'S HEALTH 

REF: (A) KUALA LUMPUR 6789, (B) KUALA LUMPUR 6715, (C) STATE 
172021 

1 . EMBERS OF INFORMATION MINISTER ALI MURTOPO'S THINK TANK 

IN JAKARTA, THE CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
(CSIS), TOLD EMBOFF THIS WEEK THAT MURTOPO IS RECOVERING NICELY 
FROM A SEVERE HEART ATTACK SUFFERED WHILE HE WAS TRAVELLING IN 
MALAYSIA IN EARLY JULY. THEY INDICATE THAT HE IS EXPECTED TO 
LEAVE THE HOSPITAL IN KUALA LUMPUR IN THE NEXT WEEK AND GO TO 
A GOVERNMENT GUEST HOUSE. BECAUSE MURTOPO IS SUCH A POLITICAL 
ANIMAL WHO CAN BE EXPECTED TO ANT TO SEE HIS CRONIES THE 
MINUTE HE RETURNS TO JAKARTA, THEY ARE URGING HIM TO REMAIN 
AT THE MALAYSIAN GUEST HOUSE UNTIL AFTER LEBARAN (MUSLIM FES- 
TIVITIES IN EARLY SEPTEMBER FOR FURTHER REST. IN TERMS OF 
HIS LONG-TERM RECUPERATION, HIS STAFF ESTIMATES ABOUT SIX 
MONTHS BEFORE HE IS BACK AT WORK FULL TIME AS INFORMATION 
MINISTER. EVEN THEN, IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT HE WILL HAVE 
TO LEARN TO PACE HIS ACTIVITIES AT A MUCH SLOWER RATE 
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THAN IN THE PAST. 

2. STATE SECRETARY SUDHARMONO REMAINS ACTING INFORMATION MINIS- 
TER. 

GARDNER 
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